
Plugged in
Understanding your Bible (OAR)

Observe 

Look at the Context-
 Look at the background of the passage you are reading. Read other  
verses around the the verse you are reading. What events led to this verse? 
What is the historical background? Are their any unique circumstances? Why 
was the book written and who was it written to? Who are the people 
involved? Do not try to make the passage say something it is not. Allow the 
passage to speak for itself. When you better understand the passage you are 
better able to apply it. Look at your study notes in your bible or ask 
others questions about the passage. 

 Put Yourself in the Passage- 
  Sometimes just reading the passage does not help. Try putting 
yourself in the situation or make the passage feel like Jesus is talking to 
you in the gospels or Paul is writing a letter to you. This sometimes helps 
us better understand what the passage is talking about.

Apply

 Make it Current-
 After you have a good idea what is going on in the text, think of a 
situations and issues in your life that are similar to the Bible passage. 
If there is nothing that comes to mind begin to think how this could happen 
or if it has happen in another circumstance.

 Get the Idea-
 At this stage you ask yourself, “What is the Big Idea?” In other words 
what is the main message or key point to this passage. This will help you 
walk away with something that you can hold on to. Pray and ask God to help 
you understand what the big idea is. 

Respond 

 Prepare for Action-
 Finally ask yourself, “What should I do now that I know this?” It is 
not good enough to know something. The Bible teaches us to act on the 
knowledge that we have. Every time we approach scripture we should try to 
make it a part of our everyday life.

 Pray for God’s Help-
 As you conclude your study ask God to help you live out this 
principal. Ask him how you can specifically act this principle out. The 
sooner you put into practice what you learned the better it will stick.


